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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE A. MEACHAM, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

BUTTON.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 26,776, dated January 10, 1860; Reissued June 20,
1865, No. 2,006.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Guoree A. MEACHAM,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Buttons; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the sev-
eral parts before they are secured to the
cloth. Fig. 2 is a section of a button and of
the cloth to which it is firmly fixed, and Fig.
3 is a face view.

Like parts are designated by the same let-
ters in all the figures.

In performing the operation of buttoning
a garment the button is always inclined
more or less to enable its edge to be inserted
in the button-hole; it is then twisted around
to roll it through the hole. In the buttons
in common use, Which are sewed to the cloth
so that the thread forms a kind of universal
joint; these motions involve little or no dif-
ficulty except the gradual wearing away of
the thread ; but with a style of button which
is rigidly secured to the cloth any attempt to
destroy 1its parallelism thereto or to twist it
around strains the fabric and tends to de-
stroy it, and unless the latter is very pliable
any such attempt is resisted with consider-
able force and the labor of operating be-
comes much greater than with the old style
of button.

The nature of my invention consists in the
use of an annular rim in combination with a
gwelled or headed shank, and so arranged
that the rim is free either to rotate or to
stand at various angles relatively to the
shank; whereby the buttons are more firmly
and durably attached, are more easily but-
toned, and with less strain upon the cloth,
and allow of the two parts of the cloth
moving relatively to each other, with less
friction and “wear upon the material of
either.

The nature of my invention also consists
in the employment of teeth at the base of the
shank, so arranged as to prevent a turning
of the shank around except in such direction
as shall tighten rather than release the fas-
tening screw.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention I will proceed to de-

seribe its construction and operation, by the
aid of the drawings. ‘

A is the shank, made of any suitable ma-
terial. Its head or outer end, A’, is spher-
ical or conical on its under face,and adapted
to retain the rim or button proper, in the
manner explained below. Its body is
smooth and cylindrical, and is a female screw
as represented. Itsbase or end which meets
the cloth, is hollowed or recessed to a di-
ameter somewhat greater than that of the
screw, and the projecting edge, a, is toothed
or notched, one side or face of each tooth be-
ing parallel to the axis of A, while the other
is inclined as represented in Fig. 1.

B is the rim or button proper. It is so
hollowed out at its center, and so adapted
to the head A’ of the shank, that it is free to
rotate around it, and also to assume a con-
siderable angle relatively to the axis of A,
while it is impossible to separate it there-
from. This angular position of B is shown
in red lines in Figs. 2 and 3. A gimlet-
pointed screw, C, carrying a washer ¢ is
passed through the cloth, D, and into the
shank A, as shown in Fig. 2, firmly attach-
ing the shank to the cloth, and compressing
the latter between the teeth of the former
and the washer, C’.
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In practice the shanks are all made of one .

size, and various sized rims, made of the
same or other material, and either plain or
ornamented, are used to produce the size of
button required. Should a rim, by any ac-
cident become broken, a new one may be
substituted by simply unscrewing the shank
and slipping it over the inner end.

In operating my improved button, the
rim is by the action of the fingers made to
assume the position shown in red lines in
Fig. 2, without any strain upon the cloth or
the fastening. It is then inserted in "the
button-hole, the rim, B, seized between the
thumb and finger precisely like an ordi-
nary button, and is turned upon the shank
without twisting the fastening or straining
the cloth by any tendency to rotate the
shank.

When buttoned any slight twisting motion
of the part of the cloth containing the but-
ton-hole, may turn the rim in the same di-
rection causing the wear to come upon the
hard surfaces of the button, and not on the
cloth and stitching around the hole.
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The several parts of my button are very
rapidly and cheaply produced by machin-
ery, and by the use of material of different
colors, a very fine effect is presented. By its

use the abrasion, and wear of the button-

holes, is materially lessened, and the rigid-
ity and firmuness of the cloth, to which the
button is fastened, is.prolonged. The op-
eration of buttoning and unbuttoning, espe-
cially in thick new cloth, is also consider-
ably facilitated. ' C

Having now fully described my inven-
tion what I claim as new therein, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent is—

1. A button composed of the swelled or

headed shank, A, A’, and outer rim, B, so

combined and arranged as to allow the rim

to rotate and assume various aigular posi-

tions, without twisting or straining the cloth
or fastening around the shank, while being

buttoned and unbuttoned, substantially as

herein set forth and described.

2. The teeth, @, arranged at the base of
the shank, A, substantially as and for the
purpose herein set forth.

. GEO. A. MEACHAM.

Witnesses: ,
G- N. Bascock,
Buy. L. Brurrnes.
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