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UNITED STATES

GEORGE A.

MEACITAM,

PATENT OFFICE.

OF NEW YORK, N..Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN BUTTON-FASTENERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 34,%95, dated April 8

To all whon it muay concern :

Be it known that I, GEORGE A. \[bu}uu
of theseity, county, and State of New 1011\,
have invented a certain new and unseful Con-
struction of Eyes for Buttons; and I do hereby
deelare that the following is a full, elear, and

exact deseription thereof, whieh has been pre-’

pared with a view to the obtaining of Letters
Patent therefor, reference being had to the
accompanying Arawi ings, forming a part of
this spe(‘moatmu in which the parts to which
tints are apphed involve the only novelty or
novelties.
Figures 1 ,md 2 are .cross-sections of but-
_tons differently construeted in that teature
to which my invention relates, but similarly
constructed in all other features. Fig. 3 is a
front view of the parts to which my inven-

tion relates, represented as exposed to view

by the removal of the face or front portion ()f
the button.

All the figures are on a scale about four
times as large as the buttons which I have
suceessfully construeted in this manner, and
similar letters of reference denote like parts
1n all the figures.

" My mven’aon is apphcabh, to all or nearly
all of that large class of buttons in which
flexible or cloth eyes are used, and its effect
is to connect the cloth to the body of the
button more strongly and uniformly than the
ordinary means.

In my invention the cloth which is to form
the eye is attached not directly to the body
of the button, but to metallic parts, which
parts,are subsequently embraced within the
body of the button. Such general principle
of construction is shown in my patent dated
the 2d day of July, 1861. "In my said patent,
dated July 2, 1861, the eye is left free to re-
volve within the body of the button, and ob-
vious advantages accrue from such freedom
of revolution; but an eye separately con-
structed may be embraced tightlytyithin the
body of the button, so that it cainot revolve,

and in such a constmemou of button, equally
as in my button described in sald patent;

my present improvement may be applied

* with good effect and so as to obtain all the
advantfwes of this'my present invention.

My mventlon lies in the means whercby

. fhe cloth is seeured to the metallie par ts of

, 1862,

‘the eye. - Fig. 1 represents the means for-
me}l\' know n,Mul Figs. 2 and 3 1‘op1’e§ent my
present invention.

A represents the cloth front of the button,
B the metallic plate over which it is stietched,
and. C the back-plate of the button. All
these pertain to what I deswn‘bto the “body™
of the hutton.

D is the cloth portion of the eye. E is the
metal part, which is confined within the body
of the button in such manner as to revolve
therein or not, as may be preferred.

In Lhe drawings my button is 1ep1esented
in Fig. 2 as embracing the part E too tightly
between B and C to (LIlow of its ready revo-
lation; but by increasing the space between
B and C it may be set free and. made to act,
as deseribed in my patent of 1861, aforesaid.
My present invention is entirely independent
of suech revolution or freedoin tg revolve.

M is a cireular plate introduced within D
and K previous to the bending inward of the
edges-of E, and standing in such relation to .
those parts. that the cloth D is bent around
the edges of M in the manner represented.
The edge or lip of E is pressed down by suit-
able means upon D and M so as very tightly
to eonfine it, and by reason of the fact that
the cloth D-is doubled dr bent over the edge
of M, in addition to its compression by E, it
is so fivinly held that no force can separate
the cloth from the other parts except by the’
destruction of one or more of the parts. The .
function of the part M is performed by the
edge thereof alone. The central portions of
M are of no effect except in stiffening the
edge. If the edge is made sufficiently stiff,
the center of M may be remygived, or rather

-the gireular plate may e replaced by an open

g ]Il"

It is not essential to my invention thaL the
eye be circular, although such form- aphears,
for some reasons, most convenient;

The part. K may,if desired, be made square

-or in-any other polygonal form and its edge

or edges bent over upon Iy and M, which may
be of a corresponding form.

The production of eyes in the form and
having the eloth held in the manner shown
will be easy to those familiar with the art of
button-making. Its novel feature is pro-
duced by laying the disk or ring represented
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by M upon the cloth D befove the latter is

by the action of suitable dies folded or bent |

over inward and compressed by the edge of
E. TItis evident that the presence of M, as-
suming the pressure applied to foree down
the edge of E to be equal, very greatly con-
tributes to the firin union of the parts. In
practice it is found that a gentle pressure
upon K is sufficient 1o hold the cloth when
folded across the edge of M in this manner,
Having now fully described my invention,

what I claim as new, and -desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The attachment of the flexible material D
to the rigid portion of the eye by holding it
compressed across the edge of a part M, or
its equivalent, substantially in the manner
herein set forth. ] i

' GEO. A. MEACHAM.

Witnesses:

THOMAS D. STETSON,
CHAS. W, SMITH.



