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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, FREDERICK MAASS, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State-of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
usefal Improvements in Buttons for Garments,
&e., of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description.

Thisimproved button for garments, as a new
article of manufacture, is made of any suita-
ble hard material—such as bone, ivory, metal,
hard vulcanized india-rubber—and inone piece
of material, having a convex back and inter-
secting open holes or passages through the
body of such convex baclk in lines substan-
tially parallel with the face of the button for
the passage of the fastening-thread, all sub-
stantially as hereinafter described, reference
being had to the accompanying plate of draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a face view of the convex back
of the button. Fig. 2 is a section in a plane
parallel to the front of the bLutton. Tig. 3 is
an edge view; and Fig. 4, a section on line » z,
Fig. 1.

In the drawings, A represents a button.
This button A has a convex back, B, and holes
or passages « @, running through the thick-
ness of such convex back in lines substan-
tially parallel with the front C of the button.
These passages a « intersect each other with-
in the body of the button, and are open at
each end, and from such open ends each con-
tinues in a groove, ¢, to the edge of the button,

the whole making a central shank or hub in-

one piece with and in the body of the button,
at aud upon the sides of which the said pas-
sages @ « open and are continued by the
grooves in the back to the edge of the button.
The passages a ¢ are for receiving the threads
by which the buttou is to be secured in place,
and these threads are first passed though the
cloth, thence through one of the passages, and
again to and fro through the cloth, and thence
through the other passage, and so on, and
finally fastened as usual, which secures the but-
ton in place.

The button above described is made of one
piece of material, of suitable hardness—as, for
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instance, bone, ivory, hard vuleanized india-
rabber, metal, &e.

When the button deseribed is sewed in place
the threads through each hole cross each other,
and thus help to give greater security to the
fastening; and the central hub, d, sets the but-
ton ab its edges off from the cloth, and this
renders it easy to be buttoned, aud also such
hub serves to hold and support the button in
its proper position aud against sagging.

I am awave that the two intersecting pas-
sages & a for the passage of the fastening-
threads, broadly, as applied to buttons, are
not new, aud suach I do not claim; for, as be-
fore stated, the peculiarity of my invention
consists in forming the batton with a convex
back, with passages extending through the
convex portion from edge to edge of the but-
ton, said passages intersecting each other at
the center of the convex portion and lying par-
allel with the face of the button.

By this peculiar construction of the button
it is readily distinguishable from that class of
buttons- formed with a central hub or shank
having transverse passages for the attaching-
thread.

It is evident that a button constructed with
a convex back and passages therein, said pas-
sages extending from edge to edge of the but-
ton through the convex back, can be more read-
ily sewed in position than a button having a
projecting hub with transverse passages; and,
further, by my invention the button is so sup-
ported by the thread thatit cannot hang down
wlien buttoned or unbuttoned, cansed by strain
and usage, and a guide is formed for the nee-
dle from the edge or rim of the button, while
a button with a hub or shank presents an ob-
jectionable appearance when unbuttoned, the
body of the button being at a distance from
the material to which it is sewed, and when
unbuttoned it hangs down, because it is sup-
ported at but a single point—that is, at a
point equal in size to the size of the hub or
shank.

Having thus described my invention, what T
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—
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As an improved article of manufactare, a In testimony whereof I have Lieieiinto set my to
button having a flat face and a convex back, | hand in the presence of two subseribing wit-
with the intersecting passages a « extending | nesses.
through the convex body from rim to rim of APTYE RTOIE N 3
the button and parallel with its front face, FREDERICK MAASS.
whereby a central hub is formed at the apex Witnesses:
of the convex face and a gunide for a needle is EpwiNn W, BROWN,
provided, all as shown and described, for the ‘Wi 8. BELLOWS.
purpose specified.




