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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, SELDEN S. GORDON, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Changeable Buttons,
of which the following is a specification, ret-
erence being had to the accompanying draw--
ings,and to the letters of reference marked
thereon.

The principal object of the invention is to
provide a button which can be readily changed
civilian’s button, or vice
versa, with the least possible inconvenience
tothe wearer, and which ean be easily cleaned
withont danger of soiling the garment.

- Another advantage of the invention is that
the button is adapted to be sewed to the gar-
ment without theuse of the.oldstyle of shank,
which is objectionable, as is well known.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side or edge
view of the under button. . Fig. 2 is a section
of the shell or covering. Tig. 3 shows the

under button and the shell united, the shell
being in section. Itigs. 4 and 5 are respect-
ively a top and a bottom view of the under
buatton. TFig. 6 is a view showing the interior
of the shell. )

Similar letters of referenceindicate similar
parts in the respective views.

A is what I term the “‘ander’ button, and
which formsthe the complete civilian’s button,
althongh-it will be nnderstood that it counsti-
tutes only the under portion of the complete
two-part button. B'is the outer shell or cov-
ering of the civilian’s button. The under but-
ton, A, may be made in any ordinary form
and of any material heretofore used in the
manufacture of such buttons. The peripheral
shape of the upper portion, a, of the under
button, A, is preferably that of a true. circle,
although its shape may be varied. Thelower
part, b, (shownin planin Fig. 5,) consists of a
series of eccentric surfaces, ', the number of
I preferably use three,
as shown in the drawings. The upper por-
tion, «, is provided with a series of slots, b,
the number of which corresponds with that of
the eccentric surfaces V',

The shell B, which is of an ornamental char-
acter, and preferably has stamped thereon the
initials or other ornamentation required in a

nniform-hutton, is shown in vertical section in

(No model.)

Figs. 2 and 3. The shell B is preferably pro-
vided with an annular lining, ¢, which in the
manufacture of the shell is piaced near its
outer periphery, the shell being crimped or
bent overit so as to effectually hold it in place.

T do not limit myself to the mode in which
the shell and lining are united, as the union
may be effected in any manner known to man-
ufacturers. The liningis provided with posts
d, the number cor 1espondmfr with the number
of the slots b” and eccentric surfaces . The
posts @ are of a length equal to the width of
the eccentric smfaces, leaving a shouldex, &,
at the top of each post. A lip, d’, may be
formed, if desired, under eachr post, for a
purpose hereinafter specified, although I do
not limit myself to a construction in which
the lip d” is included. Supposing that the
shell B has been removed from the under but-
ton, A, in which case the said nnder button
serves ws acivilian’s button, and,\/ﬁ;\desued
to change the device into a uniform-button,
the shell B is placed over the under button,
A, in a position to bring the posts d opposite
the slots b” of the uader button.. This allows
the shell B to be pushed down over the under
button, A. The shouldersd’ of the posts d
having been brought to the lower edge of the
parta, the shellmay then bepar tnlly1evolved
SO as to cause the posts to move over and bind
the eccentric surfaces V', the effect of whieh is
to frictionally hold the £wo parts of the button
together. The frictional contact between the
posbs and the eccentric surfaces is ordinarily
sufficient to maintain a union between the two
parts A and B; but as an additional precau-
tion against 1oosen1ng,1n the event of wear or
other causes, the lips d’ may be provided,
which, in connection with the shoulders & of
the posts will prevent the withdrawal of the
shell from the under button.

I do not confine myself to the number of ec-
centric surfaces, or, consequently,to the num-
ber of slots in the under button, or to the posts
in the shell, the slots and posts agreeing with
the number of the eccentric surfaces. - Three
are preferred; but a single eccentric surface,
and a single slot and post would serve to ef-
feet a union between the two parts A and B;
or the number of eccentric surfaces, slots, 'md
posts may be greater than three.

Having described my invention, I claim—
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1. In a changeable button, an under button,
A, provided with eccentrie frictional or lock-
ing surfaces ¥, and. slots 7, combined with a
shell, B, having posts d, adapted to lock with
thesaid eccentric frictional orlocking su rfaces,
substantially as set forth.

2. Inachangeable button, a shell, B, having
alining, ¢, andposts ¢, as deseribed, combined
with an under button, A, provided witi ec-
centric frictional or locking surfaces ' and
slots 0", substantially as set forth.

3. I achangeable button, the combination
of a shell, B, having a lining, ¢, posts d, and
lips d”, combined with an under button, A,

having eccenfric frictional orlocking surfaces 15

U and slots b7, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof [ hercunto set my
hand:and seal.
SELDEN 8. GORDON. [r.'s.]
Witnesses:
Gro. H. Howarn,
Prrie Mavro.



