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-To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, GEoreE W. MILLs, of
Elizabeth, in the county of Union and State of
New Jersey, have invented an Tmprovement

5 in Metal-Batton Cleaning Shields,of which the
following is a specification.

Brass and other metallic buttons are exten-
tensively used upon the coats and clothing of
military men, carriage-drivers, railroad cm-

10 ployés, and others, and these brass buttons
require to be frequently eleaned, and the
rouge, whifing, or other cleaning material is
liable to soil the cloth. DBesides this, it is dif-
ficult to hold the button while being polished.

15 The object of my invention is to hold the
buttons in position while being cleaned and
to shield the cloth, so that it does not become
soiled. With this objeet in.view, T make use
of a slotted and notched plate for the recep-

20 tion of the shanks of the buttons and a hinged
locking-plate to close against the opposite sides
of the shanks and hold the buttons in position
while Dbeing ecleaned, the plates intervening

befween the buttons and the garment to pre-

25 vent the latter becoming soiled.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is o plan view of
the shield as opened and ready for the recep-
tion of the buttons. Tig. 2 is a similar view
with the shield elosed, the positions of the but-

30 tons being indicated by dotted lines. Tig. 3
isa cross-section of the shield as elosed around
the shank of a button.

The shield is madeof thetwo parts A and B,
hinged together at . These partsare prefera-

35 bly of sheet metal, and there are notches d in
the edge of the plate B, and notehes ¢ in the
adjacent edge of the plate A, so that these two
parts A and B can beswung toward each other
and ciosed around the shanks of tlhie buttons

" 40 as placed in the respective notches, thereby

holding said shanks and buttons while being

cleaned, and at the same time protecting the
fabric of the garment from being soiled by the
material employed in cleaning the buttons.
The notches are to be sulliciently far apart for 45
the reception of buttons of the largest sizes,
and it will be apparent that the fabric of the
garment will usually be puckered up or folded
more or less, as the button-shanks are intro-
duced into the notches. , 50

In order to hold the two plates A and B in
the proper relative positions at the distant
end from the pivot C, I makealip or flange, I,
upon the plate A, so that the end of the plate
B may pass in beneath the same. 55

It is usually preferable to form a slot in the
plate A for the passage of the button-shanks,
the same being represented as formed between
the plate A and the bar or portion A’ of said
plate, and in order to introduce the button 6o
itself an opening, O, is made through the
plate A at the end of the slot. This opening
O is covered by the end portion of the plate
3 when the two parts of the shield are closed
for grasping the button-shanks. G5

I claim as my invention—

1. The metal-button-cleaning shield, com-
posed of the plates A and DB, notched in the
edges and hinged together, there being a lip
or flange upon the plate A for the reception 70
of the end of the plate B, substantially as set

forth.

2. In a metal - button-cleaning shield, the
combination,with the plate B, notched upon
one edge,of the plate A,slotted longitudinally, 75
and having notehes at ¢, and an opening, O,
at the endof the slot, substantially as specified.

Signed by me this 28th day of August, 18S5.

GEORGE W. MILLS.

Witnesses:

Gro. T. PINCENEY,
Wirttiam G. MotTr.



